
Telangana, also spelled Telengana or Telingana, constituent state of south-central 

India. It is bordered by the states of Maharashtra to the north, Chhattisgarh and 

Odisha to the northeast, Andhra Pradesh to the southeast and south, and Karnataka 

to the west. The area of what is now Telangana constituted the north-central and 

northeastern portions of Andhra Pradesh for almost six decades, but on June 2, 2014, 

that territory was calved off to form a separate state. The capital of both Telangana 

and Andhra Pradesh is Hyderabad, in west-central Telangana.  

  

Telangana has three seasons: summer, from March to June; a period of tropical rains 

from July to September; and winter, from October to February. Summers are warm 

to hot and dry, with temperatures often nearing or exceeding 100 °F (38 °C). Annual 

precipitation, which derives largely from the rainy southwest monsoon winds, varies 

somewhat across the state. It averages about 35 inches (900 mm) per year, although 

the annual total often varies considerably from the average and can be as little as 20 

inches (500 mm) in drier areas. Average minimum temperatures in Hyderabad reach 

about 60 °F (15 °C) in January and February and usually read in the low 50s F (about 
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10 to 12 °C) at higher elevations.Thorny vegetation covers the scattered hills of the 

plateau areas, while dense woodlands are found in the northeast along and near the 

Godavari River. The forests, covering about one-fourth of the land area, consist of 

both moist deciduous and dry savanna vegetation; teak, rosewood, wild fruit trees, 

and bamboo are plentiful. Elsewhere in the state, neem (which produces an aromatic 

oil), banyan, mango, and pipal (or Bo; Ficus religiosa) are among the common trees. 

Animal life includes tigers, blackbucks, hyenas, sloth bears, gaurs, and chital, which 

abound in the hills and forest areas. There are also hundreds of species of birds, 

including flamingos and pelicans. Telangana is home to some two dozen national 

parks, wildlife sanctuaries, and protected areas, including two tiger reserves that 

adjoin similar facilities in neighbouring states. 

People 
Telangana lies at a crossroads between northern and southern India, and it has a 

diverse population. In general, the state’s various communities are identified more 

readily by a combination of language, religion, and social class or caste than they 

are by specific ethnic affiliation. The Dravidian language Telugu is the official and 

most widely spoken language in the state. A small minority speaks Urdu, a language 

primarily of northern India and Pakistan. Most of the remaining groups speak 

border-area languages, including Hindi, Kannada, and Marathi. Lambadi (Banjari) 

and other languages are spoken by the state’s Scheduled Tribes (the official 

designation for indigenous minority peoples). The great majority of Telangana’s 

residents practice Hinduism, while smaller numbers of the population follow Islam. 

Some one-fourth of the state’s people are members of Scheduled Castes (the official 

designation for those formerly called “untouchables”) and Scheduled Tribes. 
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Lambadi (Banjari) women, Hyderabad, Telangana, India 

Lambadi (Banjari) women in festive dress, near Hyderabad, Telangana, India. 
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Telangana is largely rural, with roughly two-fifths of the state’s population classified 

as urban. Hyderabad accounts for more than half of those in urban areas. The state’s 

other main cities include Warangal, Nizamabad, Mahbubnagar, and Adilabad. 
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Hyderabad, Telangana, India 

Hyderabad, Telangana, India. 
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Economy 
Telangana’s economy was long dominated by agriculture, notably the production of 

rice. The state’s rivers, particularly the Godavari and the Krishna, have been tapped 

to provide irrigation for the dry interior, although many areas still depend on the 

somewhat unpredictable monsoon rainfall. In addition to rice, other important crops 

are corn (maize) and cotton. The Nagarjuna Sagar multipurpose dam project on the 

border with Andhra Pradesh, which diverts the waters of the Krishna for irrigation, 

has substantially increased the production of rice and sugarcane. Rice flour, rice-

bran oil, paints and varnishes, soaps and detergents, cardboard and other packaging 

materials, and cattle feed are all produced from local paddy rice. Other agricultural 

commodities include chili peppers, sorghum, pulses (peas, beans, and lentils), castor 

beans, and peanuts (groundnuts), as well as a variety of tropical fruits. Livestock 

raising and aquaculture are also important, each accounting for a small but still 

significant component of annual economic output. 
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Nagarjuna Sagar Dam, India 

The Nagarjuna Sagar Dam, on the Krishna River between Telangana and Andhra 

Pradesh states, southeastern India. 
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The state’s woodlands annually yield high-quality timber, such as teak and 

eucalyptus. Non-timber forest products—including sal seeds (from which an edible 

oil is extracted), tendu leaves (for rolling cigarettes), gum karaya (a type of 

emulsifier), and bamboo—are also important. The state government initiated a major 

reforestation program. 

Among Telangana’s principal mineral resources are coal, limestone, quartz, granite, 

feldspar, dolomite, and barite. The diamond mines of the Golconda Plateau were 

once renowned worldwide for producing the Koh-i-noor diamond and other famous 

stones; efforts have been made to revive production in the area. Most of Telangana’s 

energy is produced by thermal generators in the public sector, with hydroelectric 

power stations providing an important secondary source of energy. In addition, the 

government has taken steps to develop wind and solar energy production. 

The industrial sector—including manufacturing, utilities, and construction—has 

become a major factor in Telangana’s economy. The Hyderabad area has become 

known for aeronautics and other high-technology manufacturing, as well as for 
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plants producing electrical equipment, machine tools, and pharmaceuticals. A 

number of important enterprises of moderate size, such as sugar factories, are 

scattered across the medium-size and smaller urban areas. The increase in power 

generated by hydroelectric and thermoelectric projects since the late 20th century 

has benefited industrialization and irrigation. 

Services have become the largest contributor to Telangana’s economy, constituting 

some three-fifths of its annual value. In addition to such components as banking and 

insurance, communications, and trade, activities associated with information 

technology have become important, especially in the Hyderabad metropolitan area. 

Tourism has been of small but growing significance. 

There is an international airport at Hyderabad. An extensive road and rail system 

connects Telangana with most other parts of India. Bus transportation, a large share 

of which is privately operated, offers facilities for express travel between various 

cities. 

Cultural Life 

Many of southern India’s major composers of Indian classical music have been from 

the region, and Telugu has been the language of most of the compositions. Telugu, 

one of the four literary languages of the Dravidian family, occupies a prestigious 

place among Indian languages, being renowned for its antiquity and admired by 

many for its mellifluous quality. Telugu literature was prominent in the Indian 

literary renaissance of the 19th and 20th centuries, as the writing resonated with a 

revolution in literary forms and expression, stimulated to a large degree by Western 

genres. Telangana has many periodicals in English, Telugu, and Urdu. Muslim 

culture in the state further enriches its cultural diversity. 
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Charminar, Hyderabad, Telangana, India 

The Charminar, a 16th-century Muslim monument and mosque in Hyderabad, 

Telangana, India. 

Hyderabad is at the cultural heart of Telangana and is home to numerous museums, 

religious edifices, and cultural venues. The city is also renowned for its many parks 

and green spaces, which include one of India’s best-known zoos. In addition, 

Hyderabad and Warangal are noted for a wealth of historic sites in and around them 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/venues
https://www.britannica.com/place/Warangal


that chronicle the centuries of Muslim rule in the region. Hyderabad, dubbed 

Tollywood, is also the centre of a thriving Telugu-language film industry. 

 

•  

•  

Quṭb Shāhī tombs 

Khush Mahal 



By the 17th century, European traders had become involved in Indian politics. In 

Telangana, successive nizams (rulers) of the princely state of Hyderabad sought to 

consolidate their kingdom against rivals by obtaining first French and later British 

support. Nizam ʿ Ālī accepted British ascendancy in Hyderabad in 1767, and by 1798 

another ruler, Nizam ʿĀlī Khan, had been forced to enter into an agreement that 

placed Hyderabad under British protection, although he maintained his 

independence on internal matters. 

Hyderabad stayed loyal to the British during the second and third Maratha Wars 

(1803–05, 1817–19) and the Indian Mutiny (1857–58), and it remained a peaceful 

princely state as the Indian people increased their demand for independence from 

Britain in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. A movement was organized to unite 

the Telugu-speaking peoples living under British rule with those under the nizam’s 

administration. After India gained independence in 1947, Nizam Osman Ali initially 

chose to remain independent, but in September 1948 Indian troops invaded to force 

the issue. Hyderabad acceded to the union in 1949 and became a state in 1950. 
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Osman Ali 

To the south and east, the Telugu-speaking Andhra region became part of what was 

then Madras state (now mainly Tamil Nadu state), but the Andhras demanded 

separate statehood. The union government acceded to the people’s request by 

creating, on October 1, 1953, Andhra state from the northern portion of Madras. In 

1956, during a major reorganization of Indian states, Hyderabad state was split up, 

and on November 1 the Telugu-speaking districts of Telangana were joined to 

Andhra state to form the new state of Andhra Pradesh. 

At the time of Andhra Pradesh’s creation, a regional committee for Telangana was 

also established as a special feature of the state government. The committee was 

intended to ensure that issues in the region, which was economically and 

educationally less advanced than the coastal areas of the state, were adequately 

considered. However, it became widely believed in the Telangana region that those 

disparities between the two parts of Andhra Pradesh were not improving, and that 

gave rise at the end of the 1960s to public agitation demanding that Telangana be 

established as a separate state. The initial statehood movement—spearheaded by the 

Telangana Praja Samithi (TPS; “Telangana People’s Committee”)—was short-lived, 

as it was forcefully suppressed by the government, and in 1971 the TPS merged with 

the Indian National Congress (Congress Party). Another political party, the Telugu 

Desam (“Telugu Nation”) Party (TDP), emerged in the early 1980s, advocating a 

reduced role for the national government in state affairs but not separate statehood 

for Telangana. 

Calls in Telangana for separation from Andhra Pradesh had grown dramatically by 

the start of the 21st century, leading to the establishment of the Telangana Rashtra 

Samithi (TRS) in 2001, a political party dedicated to creating the new state. Years 

of discussions followed, particularly on the disposition of Hyderabad, by far the most 

populous and economically important city in Andhra Pradesh. Ultimately, it was 

agreed that Hyderabad would serve as capital of both states for 10 years, after which 

it would be the capital solely of Telangana. Approval for the creation of Telangana 

passed both chambers of the Indian parliament in February 2014, and on June 2 

Telangana achieved statehood. K. Chandrasekhar Rao, leader of the TRS, was 

named the state’s first chief minister. 
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Tourist places in Telangana 



1. Hyderabad 

 

 

Amongst the places to visit, Hyderabad has many attractions to cure your 

wanderlust. One such place that is not to be missed is the Golconda Fort, it is a 13th-

century fort and its major highlights are the royal palaces and whispering walls. 

Other tourist attractions that are a must visit are Makkah Masjid, Salarjung Museum, 

Qutb Shahi Tombs, Hussain Sagar Lake, Birla Mandir to name a few. Also, if you 

are seeking for a comfortable place to stay in Hyderabad, there are plenty of hotels 

perfect for a family holiday as well as for friends travelling together or solo 

travellers. 

2.Medak 
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Medak Fort maybe this city’s star attraction, decorated with various sculptures and 

Hindu and Islamic architectural style, however, the Cathedral Church is not far 

behind in the race of becoming a popular place to see. Its gothic look and grey shade 

may give an eerie feeling but its architectural spectacularity is simply beyond 

comparison. Another worth visiting place to mark your footprint on is Pocharam 

Wildlife Sanctuary that houses various flora and fauna. If you enjoy bird watching 

and are patient enough, you may see birds like a bar-headed goose, painted stork, 

brahminy duck, and also animals here like Nilgai, forest cat, sloth bear including big 

cats like a leopard can be spotted. 

3.Rangareddy 

 

The lustrous greens, calming lakes and divine temples are all that you can find while 

in Rangareddy and as a tourist, you’re to find bliss everywhere you turn your head. 

This beautiful destination of Telangana has some marvelous landmarks, for instance, 

Ananthagiri hill is where the one who loves dwelling amid nature can visit, explore, 

trek and appreciate its beauty. 

Osman Sagar Lake, on the other hand, could probably lift your spirits high. A view 

of the calming waters where you can literally see birds reflection as they fly past the 

lake is one sight to catch. Rangareddy is also a pilgrimage destination, one temple 

that you must visit here is Keesaragutta. It houses around a thousand Shiva Lingams 

and perhaps this is a mere reason that attracts a lot of Lord Shiva devotees. 

 



 

 

 

4.Sircilla 

 

 

A visit to Sircilla can give you a different experience in Telangana because it is a 

destination where 80% of its population is of weavers. While here, you can visit the 

Textile Park located in Baddenapally (08 km from Sircilla) that exhibits various 

models of looms. This is done so, in order to preserve and conserve the history and 

bring awareness of Sircilla textile industry. 

It is perhaps a popular place for handloom shopping as well, where you can 

contribute by buying products. At Sircilla, other places of interest that can make your 

visit entertaining are Sri Raja Rajeswara Swamy Temple, which is an ancient temple 

located in Vemulawada (12 km from Sircilla) and Lakshmi Narasimha Swamy 

Temple located in Nampally Gutta (10 km from Sircilla). 
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